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‘Preparing for War
(Against Ourselves)

" By S¢ymour Meiman

ma the Senare

Armed Serv-

ices Commit-

te2 takes up

the  miicasy

) budget 1eday,

<l it be mgre attentive to America’s

2ilc meeds than yhe Hause, which

-oted for putlays Ciet exceeded the
"enagen's request? Don't bet om it

The budget-cutting propesals by

th President Clinton and the Repui-

zans exernpl hatf of-all ¢onrollable

“steral spanding — the half for miti-

317 uses. I the next Gsca) year, ere

The indefensible
Pentagon budget.

-no defense justilicadon for this
zale of szanding.

Tais a3% a0t deterved the White
e or G.OP. fTom seézkng (nanc.
£-0r §ix exisUag aKCraii Frograms
¢ major new naval oraft: the 8-

Air Force fpiter:
arce transpart: V-21 Osprey Macine
sruealiift wanspore plane; Army
3azhe helleoptar and the Navy's New
seack Submanae and CVN-76 carrier.

symour ielman is chairmen of the
-ishingeon-besed National Commis-
on for Economic Conversion and
sibarmament.

Thesz programs are superfiuous.
They ex:st o produce ar pressrve
orofits apd iccal jobs. Al are oo
rageously cosdy, Wnar's espedially
trovbling Ls that aobody — nobiody —
can trust the Peatagan’s cost figures.

Govarnment repdris stmate the
tatal long-term casc of afl these pro-
grams a 53514 billion. Dusing the
Regublieans’ nropased budges-pering
perad, 1895 ta 2002, their cost would
pechaps come to S47.7 bulllan. But you
can bet on cast averruns that proba-
bly will excesd 10D percent

The 1A and related orgentza-
Hons like she iMational Securncy Agen-
cy vee up abour 523 billien yeacly; the
natlon would bz betrer served by an
intelllgence-gathering opetatian that
cast under 52 bilkion. The Pentagon's
admintstracion and tinaneing of for-
eign militecy tales will cost $6.3 til-
lion in 1995 and is l&ely to cogt 3453
piflior. {rom 1595 to 2002, Taken -
aetnar, the mamr nuelesr wedoons
Tabaratomes (Los Alamos, Liver-
more, $aadsa) cost acleast $3 bitllon a
year. The natian can do without these
incalligenze, foreign mditary and ou-
clesr weapons acuviiss — and e
save §2485 billion from 1898 to 2002

America’s puttay tor NATO Is 550
billion a year. Gur 1995 miltary budg-
eL of 5264 hiflen exceeds the tdm-
bined military tudgews of all other
NATD mempers: 31474 sillion. Bur
the main, Weeern ELTOpean coun-
Lres are prospecous ahd Srong miti-
tarily; we shouldn't have te pay far
thear secarity. Staneiiing that hemor-
rhage would save $36¢ bilion over
sevEn years.

The Joint Chiefs are preparing (o
fight twe Wart ac once against so-
called Togue states: Cuba, Libya, Syr-

ia, Irag, lran zad North Korea. Their
cobined current military budgets
zorze 10 $9.64 ilion, 6 [SAL s two-
front war, we are curTently spending
27 Umes tieur wmbiaed outlays, (56
far &$ the pudlic can ascertaln, Rus-
sia and China ‘ogetner sperd only 2
Fraction of what the Pemcagon does.)

Altogether, cuts In valueleas mili-
tary parts of the propased 1896 to 2002

budzers would save at least S37E0
billion. With (iese savings. we could

lnprove Amerca’s imfrasmeemre
whia creatng swo mullon-plus new
oo — mare than enaugh to offse: the
jods lost by snding these miitary
programs, This combined with local
agvance planning for ecopamic con-
versian would reduge the fear of lost
|obs that manacles cornmunities and
their members of Congress ta a cold
war mindsec.

Almosthall the nation's Eadly 6am-

housing could be Tebuils for 59
Blilion, Ecucaciin would be vasty ime
proved by spending the 5100 billlon
neaded for publie <thoo. building
raaitanance. snd $44 billics could be
spent to folly finance major Federat
equcation programs; for §15 billien,
e could raise the financing of higher
educston to tha same anoual par
Student race a5 Japan's.

For SLED billion, we can electrity all
maaline rallrgads, A $135 bitlion cap~
ita] favestment would Improve and
mamtain the naton's gublicly cwmed
wastesvater Lreatment facllities.

The C-ATA ad EA-L8 projects ars
Dased m the dlstrict repraseared by
Richard Gephardt, the Hausa minor-
ity leader: The F-32 is bn Speaker Hewt
Gingrich's distiict. Eoough smd.



