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By STYMOUR MELMAN

There ix a fresh opportoaity - for
wransforming "ngw priotises” from &
golitical cliché ato workable reality.
It place of the Administation’s new
maney request of SE5.4 billion fer tha
FPeatagon, Senaof George MeGovem
p forilated an alternative daftnss
‘udger Tequiriry 36 per cent' fea
macey, or 5548 billlon. 1f Americans
opt for prutem defznze fatter han
Mr. Nixon's pannipe for a poelsar wat
plus two conveatienzl wars at the
same thme, Hew York and athec cities
could bendtlE fiom the smadier Penta-
gon afiotmeat. .

There aro severs] alfternative de-

fensa budgsls: feom the Urban Coaki-
tion, the Brockings Insiution, the
Coplition on Nations} Priorities and
vatious individuais, The one formuiat-
+d by Senitor McGovern Tepresencs
{5at of & visble Presidential cendidata
and terefore is worti examining.

In brief, ks 36 per ¢ent saviags
would e effectsd by Curting down part
of ton-nvclear overkill (to deser,
isnt mecessary ta be able to kil thirty
dimes oved), by paring down ovirsized
0.5, contingents in Eucope and Asia,
By ceding the indochag, war, by 7
ing dowa overstaffsd senior officer
contingents, eic. regerd tho MeGovern
altatzative 43 a moderate move ia the
rght gireetlon.

But what dots this mean in stale

5e of MNew York
City is 16 the paint. This metropolis is
a candidate fer basit economic devel-
opment. Ths Infrastructuie —power,
commudcatlon apd transportation—is
In discepair, The heusing stock is de-
caying, and bisic public services, tike
wasts disposel, fequira lmmense in-
vestments. Bu: tha cliy and state budg-
etx gro already hopelessly overcexed.
The alternative defense pudget opens
up fresh oppartunilés far seuring
capital fupds on & szate that iy appro-
priate to tha mublle reapansibiity needs
of ew York City, and foe puring to
work all or virtuslly sl of the pres-
ently unempioyt R

1t New York State will pay the sama
proportion of Federal revenues as in
Tecent yeara, then its citizena whil v

New York's

*MeGavern's Lt raform prapassl

‘srzge $1,400 [n patsanal and busk

taxss 1 the Federal Government in
1972, OF thee amaunt the Kixon budgat
il use $8

requira 36 prr cent leds, O @ saving

of 5230 For each sesident of this city.

llon. If por 2dds o thls the

an adi:tienal 31 blition of equ

zosidents, Assuming tiat the <lty could
sharo in these funds on am eguitable
Basis with the rest of the natlon, then
an anusl apital of 523 bilkion
could coneeivably become available for
gublio responsibilics invesiment in New
ork City. T

Assumizg 518,000 as he cost of a3
average man-year of werk, then the
expeadiere of this- pawal amount
would translatz to new employment
prospecss for 280,000 people. While
sgme of this maney would represent
teninated railicary work, this esti-
mAte it comservative i nor aegunting
far 1l mecessarily larger mukinlicr
cifect which obtzins for civilian pro-
dnceive as sgainst economically non-
gproductive military emplayment.

For Naw York: State, the MeGovern
altgenative defence budget would free
about £4,200.000.000 for other vsas,
Similer eftects for other states Inchude
i i hea 134 ik,
1,590; Pa.

i,

-

w5, 1, .
2,130 Ohi, 2,87
. 2420, B 1620
Calit., 4030, Again New Yotk Staic
has 2 aperial siake i a move Lowacd
predustive priofiies., - .

1

Pentagon ‘Surplus’

Citiss could benefit from & smaller defense hudget
Cities could benefit 1rom & 577

al
Eederal revene is gained for the aty

During 19531067 {ast evallabie
dala), New Yook State paid out do the
Federal Govemment an anmuial wver
e of 57,488 miitions mors In taxes
than was federally exprnded hece. By
cantrast several states received rather
ronre than their tolal Federsl tax pay-
ments: California, 52,098 milllo

ir-
- ginfa, $1.307 midions; Texas, SLODE

mitions. These are states with Lewvy
concentrations of milltary bases and
industry. )

New priaritles %z the vse of maney ©
imgly 2 need to chanas jabs 0T many
Amecicing Who have been warking
dircctly ot indivectly far the Pedtagon,
The changeover car be made inte wa.
‘opportunity rather. than & geneicy for
these Teople with plausibie oseapa-
tignal conversion programs. This can
Saclude incame support for a year, pay-
ment for occupationat re-cducatlor, &n -
atiowance for family relocalion and
health frsuracce to guard against Med-
Jeal catastrophe.

Seyitour Melman, professor af indhis-
enginvering at Calumbia, is axtho
encagon Capitalism.” -




